THE  BALLADS

natural is so much manifest, there are almost none of the
orthodox miracles or legends of the Virgin Maty and the
Saints which make up such a large part of mediaeval literature.
"Brown Robyn's Confession3' (57) and "Sir Hugh or the
Jew's Daughter" (155) are the only examples. The Robin
Hood ballads are more devout. Robin receives the Virgin
Mary's help in the fourth Fitt of the "Gest" (117), and
forces proud priests to say mass for him. There are also the
few ballads, like "The Cherry Tree Carol", on religious
subjects. Elsewhere, the Church has left little trace beyond a
recurrent formula:

'When bells were rung and mass was sung
And men were bound for bed/